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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 2) 2006 
Third Reading 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Treasurer) [5.18 pm]:  I move - 

That the bill be now read a third time. 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands) [5.19 pm]:  I want to draw members’ attention to some information that 
was revealed during questioning in two divisions of the estimates hearings.  I refer to information that relates to 
the care of vulnerable children in the community by adults.  The first part of this information relates to an area 
about which questions have been asked on a number of occasions during previous estimates committees.  Indeed, 
attention has been drawn to this issue on many occasions in this house.  A question was asked, as it has been 
asked during previous estimates hearings, about the number of incidents of abuse of children while in the care of 
the state.  In fact, I asked the question.  I asked how many children in care were abused in 2005-06.  Once again, 
the answer was quite staggering.  There have been 159 reports or allegations of abuse of children in care.  That is 
159 vulnerable children who have reported, or who have had someone report on their behalf, that they have been 
physically, emotionally and sexually abused or neglected.  So far this year, 17 substantiations of abuse have been 
made: one of physical abuse, seven of sexual abuse, six of emotional abuse and three of neglect.  Some of us 
have sounded like a broken record every time we have said that one case of abuse of a child in care is one case 
too many.  It is absolutely staggering that 159 allegations have been made of abuse of children in care.  I have 
heard answers like this year after year, but this time I felt as though I had been punched in the guts.  I felt 
absolutely winded by these figures because they show that nothing has been done to improve the situation for 
children in care.  It is really important that the house understand that we have a major problem on our hands and 
that no headway has been made whatsoever to improve this situation.   

A second issue I raised, because it was seen as an emerging issue, was the abuse of elderly people in this 
community.  This is a growing problem worldwide.  A major United Nations initiative has been established 
concerning elder abuse.  A lot of money is being spent on research in this area and on trying to understand it.  
Given that it was referred to in a dot point as an emerging issue, I asked how many cases had been reported.  The 
answer was that in the 2005-06 financial year, between 530 and 550 cases of elder abuse had been alleged.  That 
is absolutely staggering; it is about 10 a week.  The officer who provided the information went on to say that, in 
addition, according to Advocare - I am not sure what Advocare is except that it is an organisation funded by the 
Department of Health - which keeps the statistics, about 600 calls had been made.  That amounts to more than 
1 000 cases of elder abuse, and I suspect that this is only the tip of the iceberg.  It was considered in the budget 
papers to be an emerging issue.  However, it is not emerging; it has emerged in this community and it is a huge 
issue.  It is really important that we all understand that it is happening and that we must do everything we 
possibly can to minimise it and make sure that it does not happen in our community. 

The major type of elder abuse is financial abuse, followed by emotional abuse.  For example, grandma or an 
elderly mother might own her home, and children or relatives might do all they can to get access to the house.  
They might sell it from under her and place her in a situation that is not as comfortable as her own home.  
Relatives quite often want to get their hands on money or property.  I suspect that the problem exists primarily in 
families or extended families, but it might arise in other situations. 

Mr Acting Speaker, I thought we were allowed to speak for 15 minutes, not 30 minutes.   

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I was going to advise that we are dealing with the Appropriation (Consolidated 
Fund) Bill (No. 2), which is the capital works bill.  I have given the member some leeway and I will give her a 
small amount more. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I need a little more leeway before my voice runs out, after which there will be time left 
over.   

Mr T. Buswell:  It is human capital. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Thank you, member for Vasse; it is exactly that. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I am in a benevolent mood tonight, so the member for Churchlands has been given 
some slack.  However, I draw her attention to the need to finish before too long. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I thank the member for Vasse for his assistance; this is about human capital.  I have one 
more element of human capital to mention that will be of great interest to the newly appointed Minister for 
Disability Services.  The three areas of abuse to which I am referring are a package, the last of which is of great 
importance; that is, abuse of disabled people in care.  I have a table here of supplementary information that I 
understand I can quote from directly.  It refers to the number of incidents of abuse of people with disabilities in 
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care and the types of abuse.  In 2002-03, 44 cases were reported; the following year, 69; the year after that, 97; 
and so far, to the end of May this year, 105 cases of abuse in care have been reported.  A note on the information 
I received to date reads - 

the Commission has no capacity to investigate those incidents and allegations from non government 
agencies.   

I am not sure whether this information includes only people in the care of government agencies or whether it 
includes those in the care of both government and non-government agencies.  The paper contains further 
information.  So far this year the following incidents have been reported: assault, including sexual, of a person 
with a disability, 45; ill treatment or wilful neglect of a person with a disability, one; neglect that resulted in or is 
likely to result in significant physical or psychological harm, 11; significant physical or psychological harm to a 
person with a disability, 48.  They total 105 incidents.   

The total number of incidents of abuse of elders, abuse of children in care and abuse of people with disabilities is 
very large.  Some of them are in the care of the state and others in the care of their families.  This is a problem of 
major proportions, one that I beg the ministers concerned to do something about.  Every year for the past four or 
five years I have heard the same answers about children who are abused while in the care of the state.  Those 
children were already vulnerable before being placed in care and have been abused yet again.  Many of them 
have been removed from their families because of their abuse and have been placed in care and abused again.  
How can we tolerate this year after year?  The answers we hear quote figures that make it sound as though after a 
while we accept that this abuse will happen.  We should not accept this for one single moment.  If the two newly 
appointed ministers do nothing else as ministers other than address this issue, they will have made a major 
contribution in their areas.  I am very pleased that they are both sitting here while I talk about human capital.  
When I ask the questions next year in the estimates committee, I ask those ministers to please give me a better 
answer than I received this year. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I remind members that we are dealing with the capital works aspect of the 
appropriation bills.   

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [5.27 pm]:  Following on from the member for Churchlands’ comments about 
human capital, I note that I received a very short response to my questions concerning the emotional abuse of 
children.  I will read it out because “substantiated emotional abuse” is a new title for recording.  Six cases of 
substantiated emotional abuse were revealed during the budget estimates hearings.  Three cases included more 
than one child.  Over a period of months, a nine-year-old boy disclosed concerns about the treatment of himself, 
his eight-year-old bother and his four-year-old sister in the care of a registered departmental carer.  He was 
removed from the placement the same day and his siblings were removed two months later after further 
assessment.  His disclosures and concerns raised by case managers and other professionals over a period of three 
years - three years - included inappropriate punishment; differential treatment of the children; failure to attend to 
the children’s medical needs; unrealistic expectations of the nine-year-old, who was diagnosed with cerebral 
palsy; verbal abuse of the children; and emotional abuse.  The carer is currently under review and has no 
children in her care.  All three children are now in alternative placement.  I hope they are together.   

Scenarios 4 and 5 record substantiated emotional abuse by a mother.  A three-year-old boy and his six-year-old 
sister were returned to the care of their mother after she had made considerable progress addressing issues 
related to substance abuse.  During a regular visit by a departmental officer, the mother made a number of very 
negative comments about the six-year-old’s behaviour and disclosed that she had used a belt to discipline the 
child twice when she would not do as she was told.  The mother had asked the school to provide psychological 
services for her six-year-old daughter.  The department assessed that the behaviour of the children was age 
appropriate.  Emotional abuse was substantiated on the basis of the deterioration of the mother’s mental health 
and the impact this was having on the treatment of the children.  The children were removed from the mother’s 
care.   

The sixth scenario involved substantiated emotional abuse by a registered relative carer, an uncle.  A 10-year-old 
male disclosed to his respite carer that his uncle had used threatening and intimidating behaviour towards him, 
including threatening him with a Samurai sword and nunchakus and pushing him in the chest with a skateboard.  
The supplementary information states - 

 He also disclosed that his Uncle swore continually at him and would ventilate his anger against the 
Department in front of himself and his 8 year old sister.  As this was the third allegation of a similar 
nature over a 2 month period both children were removed from the placement the following day.  The 
department assessed that the “cumulative emotional effect of being intimidated with threats of violence 
as discipline on this already abused child is greater and makes the placement untenable”. 
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I would like to thank the minister for providing that information, although I have to say that in the budget 
estimates committee proceedings he was pretty hopeless across all his portfolios.  I can only support the member 
for Churchlands’ comments and sincerely hope we get an improvement next year in budget estimates. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
 


